Troop 476 Driving Policy

Driving Points System Detail:

· Driving points will be awarded for driving to or from a scheduled Troop event.  The number of points awarded will be based on driving time: one point for each hour of driving time from St. Joseph's parking lot to the destination.

Points will be tracked for the prior 12 month period.

· Driving points and assignments will apply to all scheduled Troop events, both local (e.g. Scouting-for-Food, 1 point) and long distance (e.g. Hi-Sierra, 4 points).

· In the event that there are not enough volunteer drivers to transport all the Scouts attending an event, the Driving Chair is authorized to assign driving responsibility to the families attending.  Assignments will be made to those families with the fewest driving points, in alphabetical order.

· All families must provide a driver when informed by the Driving Chair.  If the family can not provide a driver, their Scout will be removed from the roster for that event.

· The Driving Chair will award the points and publish monthly summaries at the Troop Committee Meetings and on the Troop web site.  Detailed driving histories can be obtained by contacting the Driving Chair.

· A driving assignment is defined as dropping off or picking up by one vehicle. Therefore, two driving assignments will be counted if you helped drop off and pick up. Also, two driving assignments will be counted if two vehicles were driven.

· Driving points will be awarded to all assigned drivers, even if they are not needed at the last moment.

Administrative Details

· Driving Chair Dave Shannon, manages driving points and assignments.  He can be reached at (408) 255-6349 or dshannon1@aol.com.

· There are approximately 16 events a year.  A family may expect to drive once every two to four months one way.

· Drivers being assigned must accept their responsibility.  The boys are relying on you for treks to happen.  Substitutions are acceptable if you find a qualified replacement and inform the Driving Chair of the agreed upon change.

· Drivers need to be registered members of the Troop and over 18 years old.  Scouts over the age of 16 can drive other Scouts providing they:

1) have had a valid California driver's license for over 6 months;

2) have no record of accidents or moving violations;

3) have submitted to the Adult Trek Leader written parental permission for the driver and all Scouts riding in the vehicle;

4) have submitted to the Driving Chair the required license and insurance information.

· Drivers need to read, understand and adhere to the BSA Youth Protection Policy.  Drivers are not allowed to be alone with a Scout other than a family member.

· Insurance on the driver’s vehicles must be current and comply with state minimums. (BSA recommends 50/100/50).  The automobiles need to be safely equipped.  Seat belts are required for every Scout in the vehicle.

· A Driver / Vehicle Information file will be maintained by the Driving Chair and given to the Council Office as required.  Drivers need to identify the vehicle type, license number, current insurance coverage, driver's license number, and the number of Scouts they can carry, including their equipment, to the Driving Chair.

· A family that declines to provide the required information for the Driver / Vehicle Information file will not be allowed to transport Scouts, per BSA national policy.  They therefore will not be able to perform their duties to the Troop as outlined in this Driving Policy and will be responsible for the transportation of their Scout, and only their Scout, to and from all Troop events.


